Party like the stars on Oscar night

by Ryan A. Sinclair

ext Sunday, millions of
Nﬁlm fams arotmnd the globe

will gather to witness the
tebevised pomp and ceremony of
the 72nd annual Academy
Awarals, Movie fans con’t get
enough of the stars, the stars
can't get enough of thermselves,
and the whole world seems to
stop for a glimpse of this popubar
parade of glamaonr and glizz
Although the ceremony 15 the
miain drav, it isn't the anly
reason the stars eome out for the
event.

Sally Van Slyke, a long-time
Academy member and local
catering guru, believes the best
aspict of the Oscars is the array
of parties surrounding the
DCLESI0N.

“It’s really a hit of a drag to go
{0 the Awards themselves,” says
Van Slyke, owner of Lafayerte-
bused Wild Thyme Colering. “You
have 1o be dressed by noon, make
it down Lo the pavilion, do the red
carpet thing and e in your seat
by Spm-no exceptions.” Yan
Slyke recalls ane year when the
infamous L.A. rush-hour traffic
was particularly nasty: getting to
one'’s seat meant ditching the ride
part-way down the promenade,
Thie problem: the venue,

“It was the one time they
decided to hold itin the sports
arenaal UCLA,™ she says, “Half
of us had to get out of our limes
and run the rest of the way. T was

behmed o very pregnant Glenn
Clage, who was running ar a full
clip. If she hadn't been m such
good shape, she may not have
made it to her seat on time.”

As one-time marketing
director for Universal Pictures,
Van Slyke has been privy to many
an Oscar night, and still votes on
the nominess each year. She has
alsa heen fortunate enough to
attend the muy Acdist partivs,
which have become quite over-
the-top during the last fow years.

“The ultimate party, always
uiven by Irving *Swifty' Luzar,
was thrown at Spago’s every
year,” Afler Swilly's death in
19495, the Vanity Fair party
emerged as the most trendy and
et sought affer. You can geta
lot of Hollywond's Addist to show
up, according to Van Slyke,
because the Vanity Fair magazine
cover i the holy grail for most
actors. The actors go in hopes of
increasing their chances of
landing on the caver.

Hewever. not every celeb
whe 5 invited is welcome.
Rumnor has it that Monica
Lewinsky was invited last year,
vet no one wanted Lo talk to her.
Al least she @ot in.

Many "B list actors (or bit-
part and same relevision folk)
just don't make the cut-unless of
conirse, they become "A” the
following year. Yes, Timsellown is
fickle, fickler and ficklest, But

SALLY'S PICKS

The right hairstyle, gown and party vendors will make
you ard your guests feel like movie stars af your Oscar
party. Consider the following businesses, recommended
by Saily Van Slyke, for a touch of Hollywood glamour

an Oscar night;

WILD THYME CATERING, EVENT MANAGEMENT — 2770 Caminn

Diablo, Lafayerte, 25 345-70308,
BEVERAGES AND MORE—2000 M. Main St

(20,

faloit Creek, 925-472-

C & M PARTY—-1942 M. Diablo Blvd., Walnut Creek, 925-934-3181.
TRAVELIN' JOE ESPRESS0—510-843-8730

GOLDEN GATE VALET— 1601 Main St., Walnut Creck, 925-210-1232,
DIPLOMAT LIMOUSINE—3227 Chivton Road, Concard, $25-691-1500.
EAST BAY FLOWER COMPANY—206 Sycamore Valley Road West,

Cranwille, S25-837-2418.

THE PARTY DISC JOCKEYS—1450 Creekside Drive, Walnut Creck,
U25280-5028, Web sive: www thepartyd|s.com.

LADANE PRINTING—1100 Galaxy Way, Coneori, 925676774,
THE BALLOON MAN— 1942 Mt Diablo Blvd., Wialinr Creek; 825+

343186

NOUVELLE IMAGE VIDED PRODUCTIOR-— 1372 N, Main 51, Snite 200,

Wiilnut Creek, 8250383836,

CUSTOM PHOTOGRAPHY—2395 Mleasant Hill Road, Pleasant Hill,

GA5:088-0200,

IN-TOWN FORMAL WEAR—5100 Clayton Road, Coneurd. 925-671

164

CHANGES SALON AND DAY EPA—1475 Broadway, Walnul Creel G235

di-18i4

SPECIAL EVENT HAIR DESIGN—By Connie Jamicson, 2232 Oak Grove

Hoad, Wilnut Creek, 925-945-6hG7T

VERN JIMINEZ JEWELERS—1H1 N, Broadway, Walnul Urech, 925

35U
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Sally Vian Slyke, o Lafapelte caterer and o voting member of the Acaelemy

af Maiton Picture Artx and Seiences, displays parly food, her Czear ballat
erenad anovie miemarnbinlia. She seps the parties are the best paet of the

Acadery Awards.

gerting in ance, says Van Slyke, is
a menwrable expenience,

She has thrawn her share of
Chacar pa[[il.'ﬁ und Siys il sn'L thiat
difficult to throw your owr. With
her advice, a little imaginalion
and proper planning, the
ultimate Acadenmy Awards party
can be yours,

SALLY'S ULTIMATE OSCAR PARTY

Ambiance: The event should
I black tie, and the ceremony
should b aired on big screen
TV, live via zatellite. Lirnos
shuld b provided o pick up
your guests, and camera crews
shoitld be bived to film the guests
as they arrive. Rent a red carpet
and a gold Oscar statue to sit at
the end of the long walk. Ropes
and stanchions should coreal the
fiolkcs: as they arrive,

Select five men and women to
represent each of the Oscar
normidnees in the “best”
categories, Got someane 1o
interview the guests on video and
hire same kids vo seream and
yeel, likee peal Bans. This can be
plaved right back, and voa will
have your own pre-Uscar show
playing throughout the night.

Food and beverage: Lots of
frec flowing bubhly i
mandatory, and Bellini’s (peach
nectar with champagne) area
must, And don’t forget the
miartinis! Hors d'oeuvres like
sushi, earpaceio, shrimp kebals,
w veguie dish and Beef
Wellington are perfect. On the
finely decorabed bullel table,
complers with statuettes and
phiotos of the stars, offer @ wide
array of cheeses, fruits, fondues
and patie. And don't forget the
Veal Ocar!

Ary hower inko Ve pwards

COFCITMMTY, Seal Overvone; al

Mame every dish aftera
norninated film “American
Beauty” could be represented by a
prirne rib decorated with red
rowes, Por “The Cider House
Rules™? Pock tenderloin gamished
with baked apples. Sally came up
with chocolate “Insider™ soufflé
cake and “Green Mile” salad for
Lafayette client’s party,

This is the perfect event for
a fund raiser, especially in this
aren, If you are going to do it,
do it right. Give all the guests
an official Academy ballet and
let everyone vote. The
invitation could say "And the
winner is ..” Dress the servers
as old mavie stars, have a
cigarette girl and a coat-check
area. Make it a 40z theme.

“The possibilities are
endless,” says Van Slyke, "It juse
takes planning, creativity and o
lowe of film.”

F-.:'s'n!u A. Sinclair is a Conttea Cotta
Treclunce writer, E-raged frer al
rasgtagirlib@hatmail com

Celebrate Oscar night and
support Arc-Sefano
If you are Interested in playing maovie
star for an evenang, lry the fourth
annual Oscar party and fund-raising
event to bengfit The Arc-Solano,
Sunday March 26 at St, Patrick-St,
Vincent High School in Yallgjo, The
Mg -Solano is 2 local chapter of a
naitional organization dedicated o
Uraining and supporting mentally
refarded individuals. The avent starts
@l 5:30pm and costume or black te
s recommended. Price incldes no
Jrost btir, butlet dinner, stent auction
and Qscar viewing on big sorean TV,
Balloting for prizes abd a costume

fest ; kit are $30
.|:||.-L | ) ::_
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