NAME DROPPING

Expert celebrity chasers tell us how it's done

Hy Marta Acostd
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[n this age of 24-hoar news, we G
spend all our waking hoatrs catching up
on celebrities, from cable coverage of
their crimes, Web sites of thedr sightings,
niol b mendaci Ele many magazines
tabloids deveted 1o their Hifestyles. Why
are w30 obsessed wilh the personal lives
of [Emous ﬂrulla_.:l."l‘.\ abid ||.1.'r]|:| I|I:-|_~.'u:- -
lertainers sk this intrisive attention?

*I hiave always felt that from the be-
ginning af lime thal people waiched
edher people, s homan nature,” savs
sally Yan slyke, former president of
marketing, publicity and promotion for
Universal Studios. Van Slyke, who grew
up n Berheley and has an MBA from
Stanford, was an aspining actor whe
worked as a page to get her foot in the
door, and rose through the ranks 1o
swork sith the bagpest stars 10 Holly-
wood. When Van Slyke drops a name,
it's an A-list, Dscar-worthy oame: Steven
Spielberg, Tom Hanks, Tam Crakse, Mi-
code Kidman, Bette Davis. Cary Grant,
Al Pacino. . . .

Vaap :‘-:Ig.-ht-is'.-.-riu:'u;u bk callesd *AWWald
Thymes™ about her expenirnces and says,
“Thie fErst half is aboud my time in Holly-
waood and the events and i wAE ety
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Deborah Schoeneman 15 a former gossip writer for the Mew York Post.

that 1 dad, like betog duck in Canmes with
Hon Hessard and Tom Crogse”

The title is a reference to her Walnot
Creek catering company of the same
mame, which she boughi after mosving fo
the Bay Area 11 years ago to care for hor
s hier, She eld off on writing wintil new
bocause Low Wassermun, the legesdary

powerhouse at Universal and MOA, asked

st mued bov wirite @ book untl he died
Chher insiders aren'l waiting for fu-
nerals before dishing the dirt. Deborah
Schoeneman, o former contribator o
the “Pape Six"™ pestip column i the
New York Post, wrote “4% Famous,” &
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